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Report on work in 2010

Bedfordshire CPAG is a local branch of Child Poverty Action Group, the renowned national campaigning
charity on child poverty issues.

Our main role as Bedfordshire CPAG is to make sure that child poverty issues, and a commitment to
tackle child poverty, are put, and kept, on the local agenda. If we measure the Group's success against
that aim we would have to say that 2010 was again a very successful year. However, it should be
acknowledged that this “success” was mainly due to external factors rather than the direct work of our
local Group!

Last year was a landmark year as it saw the introduction of the Child Poverty Act 2010 which, for the
first time, made tackling child poverty a legal requirement for the Government and for local authorities
and their partners. The Act requires the Government to produce an annual Child Poverty Report which
will monitor its success in moving towards the target of eradicating child poverty in the UK by 2020. In
addition local authorities and their partners will have to produce, and regularly update, a local Child
Poverty Needs Assessment and develop a Child Poverty Strategy for their local area.

In Bedfordshire considerable steps forward had been made in previous years in beginning to address
local child poverty. However, unfortunately the Local Government Reorganisation in 2009 delayed
further progress to some extent because of the time it took to change countywide arrangements and
build up new structures in Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire. Nevertheless things are now
moving forward more quickly with the development, in late 2010, of a draft Child Poverty Strategy for
Central Bedfordshire and a draft Child Poverty Needs Assessment for Bedford Borough. The big
question is whether this strategic planning will actually have any real impact in tackling local child
poverty — especially during the continuing poor economic situation. So the work of Beds CPAG may
have to increase in future years especially in terms of monitoring progress in reducing child poverty,

Although Bedfordshire CPAG cannot obviously take direct credit for all of the recent developments, it is
worth noting the input that the Group has had over the last year.

e Child poverty in Bedford Borough

A new Poverty Task Force was formed in Bedford Borough in 2010 following the dissolution of the
countywide Child Poverty Task Group in 2009. The Beds CPAG Chair is a member of the Task
Force in his role as Secretary of Bedfordshire Advice Forum. The Task Force has recently
produced a draft Child Poverty Needs Assessment and again the Beds CPAG Chair (through his
consultancy work) has had an input into that. Also the documentary film on child poverty, produced
in 2009, was launched in a DVD format in 2010 with additional training features included. Both the
Beds CPAG Chair and Secretary had an input into material used on the DVD. The Child Poverty
Task Force reports back to the Borough’s Social Inclusion, Community Cohesion and Culture
Thematic Partnership, which is responsible for monitoring NI 116, which is used a local indicator for
child poverty. The Beds CPAG Chair is a member of this Thematic Partnership.

e Child poverty in Central Bedfordshire

In Central Bedfordshire responsibility for NI 116 has transferred from the Stronger Communities
Thematic Partnership to the Children’s Trust. A new Child Poverty Task Group has been formed
to take forward child poverty issues. The Beds CPAG Chair sits on this group, representing the
Stronger Communities Thematic Partnership. The Task Group has recently completed a draft
Child Poverty Strategy for Central Bedfordshire.



e Publicity on child poverty issues
Regular publicity is produced locally on child poverty issues including:

» A special, regular page on child poverty in Poverty News — although funding for this countywide

newsletter ended in March 2010, some further funding has recently been awarded to produce a
Bedford version of the newsletter, and the first edition was published in December 2010.

__Poverty

News

Bedford Borough Edition

Government spending cuts
- fair for aII or an attack on the poor?

spending cus are essential and are far to

to cut public expendifure by

£80 billion as part of his plans to reduce the country’s huge deficit and debt. The Govemment claims that the
everybody. However, these claims have been strongly disputed by

Families on low incomes

Various proposed cuts and caps on Housing Benefit, for
people in prvate rented accommodation, could force many
families, including workers on low eamings, out of teir
homes in high rent areas - especially in Londan.

There s alco a proposalto create “flexible tenancies” for

secure tenure after one year, but under the new nies
e coud o afre o  ued o of & i
of two years). The propocal could Sge Some ew councl
and housing associalion tenants losing their homes after
two years, ftheir financial Greumstances improve of ifthey
fall repeatedy behind with teir rent. Social housing
providers will also have the option to charge fents of up o
B0% of market rates. The aim of increasing rents woukd
be 10 help fund new housing schemes to buid more
affordable homes

Couples with children il have 10 work a minimum of 24
hours a week between them to be eligible for Working Tax
Credit, up from 16 hours a week. Also, from April 2011,

‘element of Working Tax Credi for eligible famdes wil be:
trimmed Fom 80% 1o 70%

The Institute for Fiscal Studies has esimated that the
‘overall effects of the proposed culs could push an exira
200,000 children info poverty in the next three years.

jies and the Centre for Social Justice.

Belowis2 summary of how the spending cuts could afect he more vinerabie in society.

£y S in wellare benefis areacy
N announced in the June budget

£7py i s m welfare enefis amounced
BN in the October Spending Review

People who are Inng-term slck or disabled

mw\mmmmu \:mN be paxd for one
year, fom April 2012, or those in the Work Related Activity
Group of ESA

1t also proposed that 2 new and existing claimants of
Disability Living Allowance wil have to undergo medical
1om 2013, in a major reform of the benefit.

There are also plans Io remove the mabilty component of
DLA for people in residential care by October 2012. The
mobiity component ic designed to help people in
residential care to maintain their independence and
removal is likely to have @ detrimental impact on many
disabled people.
The cuts to s0cal housing provision and to general council
budgets could also disproportionately affect disabled
people, while beneft reform may damage the chances of
people getting back to work.

Continued on back page

Child Poverty Needs Assessment and Strategy

Update - Bedford Borough

“The Child Poverty At which became law in March 2010,
brought wih it a duty for every local authorty area fo
prepare and publich a Chid Poverty Nesds Assessment
(CPNA) and a Chid Poverty Strategy.

The Bediord Borough Poverty Task Force, which was
formed earfer thic year, ie preparing a draft Needs
Assesement o send out for consultation early in the New
Year. The CPNA will then be: used to develop the Chid
Poverty Strategy laterin 2011

The latest NI 16 stafitics for Bediord Borough show that
the total number of chidren under 16 Fving in poverty was
6,095. This equates to 20.1% of all children under 16 and
it the 5th highest area in the Eastem Region.

Consultation workshop for
the voluntary sector

Thursday 13th January, 9.30 - 12.30
CVS, Bromham Road, MK40 2AA

This workshop is being organised by the Voluntary
Organisations for Children, young people & famises to
give voluntary ssctor organisaions an opportunity o
comment on the local Child PmmyNeeﬁs

and shope e Cik Povety Sy

you

may wih i atiend s workshop.
o book your place go to: hforJvocyof eventorite com
For more information contact Linda Buled, VOCypf

Child Poverty in the Borough
s close to the average rate for
Engiand at 21 6% but higher [
then the regional average |
which s 16.8% in the East of

Officer - 01234 354386, email. linda@voc-yopf.org

Engiand.
‘The [2test NI 116 Statislics mat are

‘available are fr August 2008,

These vese pusisneain Cooer

¢;ﬁ§’
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Improving life chances for chlldren Field Report

“Instead of incre chidren, miristers

MP Frank

differsnoss” already exist betwesn the abiitiee of pupd from
cycke of poor children growing up to be poor aduts, and lack

National News

hiden o dsatrerkaed backgrunds, the rce 0 swoeed e alady owr b the e of e Huge <dars
comfortable rtaged backgrounds,

,formany

creating a
of sodial mnny

The repart proposes that benefits for chidren should not autmatically be increased each year but that the Government
chould consider if money could be befter used to buld up Foundation Years provision. The aim would be to eupport

parents and
The

the first five y

o break the cycie of

rap famies for generations.

f you have any comments on Poverty News. or would
34 360607

Witien and produced by inforain Services Lid

ike o contribute an arficle, please contact Infotrain
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Majority of poor children are
from working households

Areportfor the Jossph Rownire Foundation, published
eatie thic month, has found fhat the number of chidren
iing in poverty in the UK has fisen to 2.1 millon,
however the number who ive in workdess househokds
has fallen to 1.6 millon.

A co-author of the report, Tom Macinnes has said Wit
more: than half of all chikdren in poverty belonging ©
working familis, i i simply not possible to base ani-
poverty policies on the idea that work alone i a route out
of poverty’.

The number of impoverished chidren has di
overall to 3.7 milion - this fall is befieved to be related I
the fise in chid benefitand child tax credit in 2008. Save:
the Children's Head of UK Policy, Sally Copley, has said
mmsmmmmmmymmm
[famiies] and their children above the breadiine.
aangensmatmmmmgmaeﬂamunsre
support Wil further penalise working famiies aready
struggling to make ends mest”

‘Witien and produced by Inforain Services Lid

Narrow the Gap Conference

The 18th November saw Bediord Borough Leaming
Exchange's frst annual conference on the subject of
namowing e gap in attainment batwesn pupils on free:
‘school meals and their peers.

The main speakers were Esielle Morrs, previousy
Sscretary of Stat for Education, and Brian Glover, Chisf
Education Officer at the Borough Council who spoke
about the gap in attainment and how many chidren the
Borough nesd to work with to coss the gap.

AtKS1 tere ic @ 12% gap in hose atmining level 2 in

reading. AtKS2, 2 24% gap in children achieving level

4+ in Engich and mathe. And at KS4 e gap ic even

vider 3 35% betwsen pocer pupls and ther pees
1o C including

the Local y
schoo’ partin raising awareness and improvement of
under achievement in pupis on free school meals
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» Updates on the Bedfordshire CPAG website - which is now regularly updated following
funding, awarded in 2009, by the Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation. The
website is also being re-designed and will be ready to launch soon.

www.bedscpag.org.uk

Group officers in 2010

Bedfordshire CPAG officers were elected at the group’s last AGM in January 2010.

Chair: Len Simkins

Vice Chair: Pat Horn

Membership and contact details

Branch membership now stands at 17 people. Details of Beds CPAG activities, and general information
on child poverty issues, are distributed by email to these members.

The future of Bedfordshire CPAG

For the last five years Bedfordshire CPAG has not held regular branch meetings.

Secretary: Joe Greene

Treasurer: Joe Greene

have kept in touch by email, through occasional branch newsletters, and at the AGM.

Instead members

Although we remain a relatively small group, and we do not have regular meetings, we are still managing
to get directly involved in various important local activities - as can be seen from the report above.

| would propose that we continue with this strategy in 2011 and try to increase out branch membership.

Len Simkins (Chair) — February 2011

Bedfordshire CPAG is affiliated to Child Poverty Action Group



