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Report on work in 2010 
 

Bedfordshire CPAG is a local branch of Child Poverty Action Group, the renowned national campaigning 
charity on child poverty issues. 
 

Our main role as Bedfordshire CPAG is to make sure that child poverty issues, and a commitment to 
tackle child poverty, are put, and kept, on the local agenda.  If we measure the Group's success against 
that aim we would have to say that 2010 was again a very successful year.  However, it should be 
acknowledged that this “success” was mainly due to external factors rather than the direct work of our 
local Group! 
 

Last year was a landmark year as it saw the introduction of the Child Poverty Act 2010 which, for the 
first time, made tackling child poverty a legal requirement for the Government and for local authorities 
and their partners.  The Act requires the Government to produce an annual Child Poverty Report which 
will monitor its success in moving towards the target of eradicating child poverty in the UK by 2020.  In 
addition local authorities and their partners will have to produce, and regularly update, a local Child 
Poverty Needs Assessment and develop a Child Poverty Strategy for their local area.     
 

In Bedfordshire considerable steps forward had been made in previous years in beginning to address 
local child poverty.  However, unfortunately the Local Government Reorganisation in 2009 delayed 
further progress to some extent because of the time it took to change countywide arrangements and 
build up new structures in Bedford Borough and Central Bedfordshire. Nevertheless things are now 
moving forward more quickly with the development, in late 2010, of a draft Child Poverty Strategy for 
Central Bedfordshire and a draft Child Poverty Needs Assessment for Bedford Borough.  The big 
question is whether this strategic planning will actually have any real impact in tackling local child 
poverty – especially during the continuing poor economic situation.  So the work of Beds CPAG may 
have to increase in future years especially in terms of monitoring progress in reducing child poverty, 
 

Although Bedfordshire CPAG cannot obviously take direct credit for all of the recent developments, it is 
worth noting the input that the Group has had over the last year.  

 Child poverty in Bedford Borough  

A new Poverty Task Force was formed in Bedford Borough in 2010 following the dissolution of the 
countywide Child Poverty Task Group in 2009.  The Beds CPAG Chair is a member of the Task 
Force in his role as Secretary of Bedfordshire Advice Forum.  The Task Force has recently 
produced a draft Child Poverty Needs Assessment and again the Beds CPAG Chair (through his 
consultancy work) has had an input into that.  Also the documentary film on child poverty, produced 
in 2009, was launched in a DVD format in 2010 with additional training features included.  Both the 
Beds CPAG Chair and Secretary had an input into material used on the DVD.  The Child Poverty 
Task Force reports back to the Borough’s Social Inclusion, Community Cohesion and Culture 
Thematic Partnership, which is responsible for monitoring NI 116, which is used a local indicator for 
child poverty.  The Beds CPAG Chair is a member of this Thematic Partnership. 

 Child poverty in Central Bedfordshire  

In Central Bedfordshire responsibility for NI 116 has transferred from the Stronger Communities 
Thematic Partnership to the Children’s Trust.  A new Child Poverty Task Group has been formed 
to take forward child poverty issues.  The Beds CPAG Chair sits on this group, representing the 
Stronger Communities Thematic Partnership. The Task Group has recently completed a draft 
Child Poverty Strategy for Central Bedfordshire. 



 Publicity on child poverty issues 

Regular publicity is produced locally on child poverty issues including: 

 A special, regular page on child poverty in Poverty News – although funding for this countywide 
newsletter ended in March 2010, some further funding has recently been awarded to produce a 
Bedford version of the newsletter, and the first edition was published in December 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Updates on the Bedfordshire CPAG website - which is now regularly updated following 
funding, awarded in 2009, by the Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation.  The 
website is also being re-designed and will be ready to launch soon.   

 
 

www.bedscpag.org.uk 
 

 

Group officers in 2010 
 

Bedfordshire CPAG officers were elected at the group’s last AGM in January 2010. 
 

    Chair: Len Simkins     Vice Chair: Pat Horn     Secretary: Joe Greene     Treasurer: Joe Greene 

 

Membership and contact details 
 

Branch membership now stands at 17 people.  Details of Beds CPAG activities, and general information 
on child poverty issues, are distributed by email to these members.  

  

The future of Bedfordshire CPAG 
 

For the last five years Bedfordshire CPAG has not held regular branch meetings.  Instead members 
have kept in touch by email, through occasional branch newsletters, and at the AGM.   
 

Although we remain a relatively small group, and we do not have regular meetings, we are still managing 
to get directly involved in various important local activities - as can be seen from the report above.   
 

I would propose that we continue with this strategy in 2011 and try to increase out branch membership. 
 
 
 

Len Simkins (Chair) – February 2011 

 
Bedfordshire CPAG is affiliated to Child Poverty Action Group 


